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  “My dear friends, stand 
firm, and don’t be shaken.  
Always keep busy working 
for the Lord.  You know 
that everything you do for 
him is worthwhile.”  (1 
Corinthians 15:58) 

       Welcome October, 
with its chilly temperatures 
and clear signs that winter 

is near.  We greet you in this last month of our 
focus on “Working for the Kingdom,” in our 
Kingdom Living Series for this 2015-2016 
Conference Year.  And we bask in the instruc-
tions of this Corinthians text which reminds us 
to be steadfast and unmovable as we find our-
selves always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, and carries the promise that our labor is 
not in vain in the Lord.  But the natural ques-
tions arise:  Is it really worth it?   Does what I 
do for the Lord really mean anything? Does 
anyone really care about my work for God? 

     For some Church workers, the questions are 
not even applicable, simply because some of us 
have opted out of working for the Lord.  O, we 
may do a little work every now and then, but in 
terms of real work and real commitment, some 

of us are absent.  Hence, these questions never 
trouble us, because of our lack of work.  But 
for others who do work, especially for those 
who work hard and often work with little rec-
ognition for our efforts or few words of appre-
ciation, the questions are real.  Are my work 
and my efforts worth it?  Moreover, am I really 
making a difference? 

      And then there are those who are commit-
ted to the work of the Church, but whose work 
is too often about ourselves and not about God.  
But, to be honest about the situation, we ac-
knowledge that it is only human nature for us 
to focus on the work that interests us—such as, 
the things that we like; or the tasks that fall 
within our skill-set; or when the effort is about 
working with the people whom we like, or sup-
porting those things with which we are most 
closely connected.  Moreover, we enjoy work 
when the task calls for us to be with the people 
with whom we normally associate; and most of 
us really have no problem working if someone 
tells us that a friend is also a part of that effort. 
But, is this what God wants from us when God 
gives us an assignment?  And is this what God 
expects of us when God reveals to us that we 
have been tasked to do the job? 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Wayman Good Hope celebrated Men’s Day Sunday, September 
27th. The guest preacher was Rev. Stanley Wright, CPA.  Bro. War-
ner Johnson served as chairman for Men’s season and Brothers 
Sherman Watts, Thomas Little, and F. Chester Ray served as co-
chairs.  

Rev. Stanley Wright 

Front Row (L-R) Rev. Dr. Lois A. 
Poag-Ray, Bro. Roger Nolan, Rev. 
Stanley Wright, Bro. Larry Coates, Sr. 
Back Row (L-R) Bro. Warner Johnson, 
Bro. Sherman Watts, Bro. F. Chester 
Ray, Bro. Thomas Little, Bro. Barry 
White 
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   How often do we decide to support a Church program or 
activity only if there is something in it for us? Or for me? 
Or for my family?  And, how often is our desire to partici-
pate based on whether or not we want to impress and 
“make good with” the people who are involved?   And so 
we say “Yes” or “No” based on our human interests and 
persuasions.  But, can you hear Jesus’ voice reminding us 
that “if we have done it to the least of these our brothers 
and sisters, we have done it unto Him?”   

   During the last full week of September, I was like many 
Americans who were excited to watch Pope Francis as he 
addressed large crowds in Washington, DC; New York 
City, and Philadelphia, and the huge audiences—both  
secular and sacred.  Like many people, I was touched by 
the manner in which this most honored and respected 
leader of the world’s largest Christian organization easily 
moved from fraternizing with the highest and most power-
ful people in the nation, to dealing with people who were 
homeless, unemployed, and impoverished.  I watched as he 
spent time with the devout and the faithful; yet, he also 
spent time with those behind prison bars, bringing words of 
hope, forgiveness, and possibility. He celebrated God’s 
love with angelic choirs singing in the background; but, he 
also took time to celebrate “being alive” with some of the 
country’s most popular entertainers.  And people were 
touched by his humility and his holiness and his availabil-
ity and willingness to serve and to do the work of making a 
difference in people’s lives!  And we were blessed! 

      Clearly, this man of God demonstrated Jesus’ inclu-
siveness as well as our Lord’s expectations for us to live 
holy lives, walking in His more excellent way.  Moreover, 
this Pope modeled being a servant; and in doing so, he sent 
a clear message to Believers of every faith and every na-
tionality about God’s call on our lives to do the work, and 
to work in love and unity while caring for all God’s crea-
tion.   

     Thus, as we reflect on our questions about our work for 
the Lord, our answer is “Yes!”  Our efforts are worth it 
because we know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord.  
Our answer is, “Yes!” Our work does make a difference, 
because we see lives we have touched, and the smiles on 
people’s faces as we affirm and they “get it” that they are 
precious in God’s sight.  Our answer is “Yes!”  Someone 
does care when people’s lives have been changed for the 
better, and when people feel that someone has led them a 
little closer to God.  But more importantly, as we work for 
the Lord, we are “sending up timber” and remembering 
that we have an inheritance that we hope to claim in “that 
great gettin’ up morning.”  And when we consider the 
needs of those who live in God’s world in this 21st century; 
and when we remember that we have been promised an 
inheritance, the words of this verse as written in The Mes-
sage Bible become are clearer: 

 “With all this going for us, my dear, dear friends,  
  stand your ground!  And don’t hold back.  Throw  
  yourselves into the work of the Master, confident  
  that nothing you do for him is a waste of time  
  and effort.”                     (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

   Therefore, let us throw ourselves into God’s work.  
And, let us continue to live rejoicing in the work of the 
Lord, always.   Let us be humble in our work for the Lord; 
and if there is anything about which we boast, let us boast 
about Jesus in whom we believe and trust and say to any-
one who will hear us, “Not I, but Christ who works in me!”  
And finally, let us continue “…to run with patience the 
race that is set before us, always looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith.”     (Hebrews 12:1b-2b) 
                     

Pastor Poag-Ray 

 

News of Good Hope - Editorial Staff 
Editor - Pamela Spearman 

 
This Month’s Contributor(s) 

Sis. Patricia White 
Sis. Sylvia Nolan 

Pastor - Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray 

How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter 

♦ Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.   
♦ If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a 

couple of minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and 
may not be included if too blurry  

♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.  
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff. 
♦ Email submissions to waymangoodhope@aol.com attn: newsletter  

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2015-2016 
The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him. Do not be deceived, 
God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh 
will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 
life. Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while 
we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the 
faith.            Galatians 6:6-10 NASB 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Inez Boone 
James Brown, Jr. 

Lloyd Carter 
Rev. Annette Colston 

Peggy Colbert 
Anne Coates Day 

Willis Day 
Elizabeth Dennis 
Marion Floyd 

 
Kalanai Harried 
Lillie Ann Henson 
Carolyn Hunt 

Mediterranean Jackson 
Irene Johnson 
Joseph Lovett 
Gary Minniefield 
Sylvia Nolan 
Nola Solomon 

Whitney Somerville 
Scott Stanger 
Lorraine Staton 
John Stepney 
Shirley Stepney 
Alan White 
Carl White 
Grace White 
Shirley White  

Teresa Williams 

2nd Larry Coates 
6th Prudence Wood 
9th Sterling Williams 
11th Imanee Keemer 
18th William Randall 
 Donald Coates 
20th  Michael Swett 

21st Emily White 
 Fernando Kirkman 
25th Ann Day 
30th Freddie Jackson 
 Ivan Best 
 Cynthia Brooks-Powell 

31st William White, Jr.  

View the “News of Good Hope” 
on-line at 

www.waymangoodhope.org 
click on the “publications” tab 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
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Upcoming Special Events 

Pre Homecoming Musical 
Saturday, October 24th at 5pm 

 

Annual Homecoming 
Sunday, October 25th  at 10am 

Wednesday Morning Prayer Line  

6:30 –6:45 am 

1-605-475-3235    Access Code 705504# 

Dial in & put your phone on mute to listen 

The Wayman  Good Hope Community Job Center is open  
Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm. 

Help is available for those who are: Unemployed, Looking for a Career Change,  

Want Career Training/Certification,  
Seeking Help with Resume Writing, Seeking Help with Interviewing Skills.  

Please confirm attendance by noon each Monday 

 
The  Women’s Fellowship   

Will meet Friday, October 9 @ 7pm 
 

All women are invited 

The SED Deliverance 2015 Conference  
will be held Thursday, October 8- Saturday, October 10  

at 
Reid Temple North in Silver Spring, MD 

Contact the Church Office for more information 

 
The  Men’s Fellowship   

Will meet Saturday, October 10th @ 9am 

All Men are invited 

Join us for 
Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 7pm 
We are studying Colossians 

If you need a  

Ride to Sunday Service 

contact the Church Office by noon on Thursdays 

Check the Calendar for other scheduled meetings 

Lay Witness Sunday 
 

10am Worship Service -Sunday, October 11 
 

Sis. Andrea Darden will be the Speaker 

Annal Missionary Day 
 

10am Worship Service -Sunday, October 18 
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 Wayman in the Community 

“I want to thank the Senior Choir 
for their uplifting prayers and pres-
ence. God continues to answer 
prayers. I surely miss Wayman and 
I hope to get there and hope you 
have a prosperous  homecoming.” 

           Sis. Shirley White  

Thank You to Sis. Patricia White for  her idea to contribute to the News of Good Hope by visiting and bringing greet-
ings from some of our members who are unable to attend Church.   

The bible study group went to see the movie “War Room”.  After 
the movie, the group stopped for a bite to eat.  Wayman Youth went 
to see the movie on a separate day.  

The Christian Recorder Breaking News – AMEC Social Action Commission New Release -  

The USPS announces the release of the Richard Allen stamp for the 1st quarter of 2016. 
On behalf of the Social Action Commission, Chair, Bishop Reginald Jackson and former chair,  

Bishop Carolyn Tyler Guidry, we thank the faithful and loyal members of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and 
petition-signers across the globe for all that you did to help make this vision a reality. The successful outcome of this 
effort is the result of all of us who prayed, signed petitions, etc., but we owe a special debt of gratitude of thanks to 
AME, Vernon E. Jordan and Rodney Slater for their unequalled assistance, steadfastness, and tithing of time and talent! 

 The 2016 forever stamp in the Black Heritage series will commemorate preacher, activist and civic 
leader Richard Allen (1760-1831). The stamp, in a pane of 20, coincides with the 200th anniversary of Allen’s founding 
of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church. 

Ms. Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker, AMEC Social Action Commission 

Bishop Reginald Jackson, AMEC Social Action Commission Chair 
 

“I miss coming to church.” 
     Sis. Mediterranean Jackson  

Sis Grace White 

34343434    Then shall the King say unto them on his right Then shall the King say unto them on his right Then shall the King say unto them on his right Then shall the King say unto them on his right 

hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world:the world:the world:the world:35353535    For I was an hungred, and ye gave me For I was an hungred, and ye gave me For I was an hungred, and ye gave me For I was an hungred, and ye gave me 

meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 

stranger, and ye took me in:stranger, and ye took me in:stranger, and ye took me in:stranger, and ye took me in:36363636    Naked, and ye Naked, and ye Naked, and ye Naked, and ye 

clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in 

prison, and ye came unto me.  prison, and ye came unto me.  prison, and ye came unto me.  prison, and ye came unto me.      

Matthew 25:34Matthew 25:34Matthew 25:34Matthew 25:34----46 KJV46 KJV46 KJV46 KJV    
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 Something to Think About 

A successful businessman was growing old and knew it was time to choose a successor to take over the busi-
ness.  Instead of choosing one of his Directors or his children, he decided to do something different.  He called all the 
young executives in his company together. 

He said, "It is time for me to step down and choose the next CEO. I have decided to choose one of you. The 
young executives were Shocked, but the boss continued. “I am going to give each one of you a SEED today - one very 
special SEED. I want you to plant the seed, water it, and come back here one year from today with what you have grown 
from the seed I have given you.  I will then judge the plants that you bring, and the one I choose will be the next CEO." 

One man, named Jim, was there that day and he, like the others, received a seed.  He went home and excitedly, 
told his wife the story. She helped him get a pot, soil and compost and he planted the seed. Every day, he would water it 
and watch to see if it had grown. After about three weeks, some of the other executives began to talk about their seeds 
and the plants that were beginning to grow.  Jim kept checking his seed, but nothing ever grew.  Three weeks, four 
weeks, five weeks went by, still nothing. By now, others were talking about their plants, but Jim didn't have a plant and 
he felt like a failure.   

Six months went by -- still nothing in Jim's pot. He just knew he had killed his seed.  Everyone else had trees 
and tall plants, but he had nothing.  Jim didn't say anything to his colleagues, however, he just kept watering 
and fertilizing the soil - He so wanted the seed to grow.  A year finally went by and all the young executives of 
the company brought their plants to the CEO for inspection. 

Jim told his wife that he wasn't going to take an empty pot.  But she asked him to be honest about what hap-
pened. Jim felt sick to his stomach, it was going to be the most embarrassing moment of his life, but he knew his wife 
was right.  He took his empty pot to the board room.  

When Jim arrived, he was amazed at the variety of plants grown by the other executives. They were beautiful - 
in all shapes and sizes. Jim put his empty pot on the floor and many of his colleagues laughed, a few felt sorry for 
him! When the CEO arrived, he surveyed the room and greeted his young executives.  Jim just tried to hide in the 
back. "My, what great plants, trees and flowers you have grown," said the CEO. "Today one of you will be appointed the 
next CEO!" 

All of a sudden, the CEO spotted Jim at the back of the room with his empty pot.   He ordered the Financial Di-
rector to bring him to the front...  Jim was terrified... He thought, "The CEO knows I'm a failure! Maybe he will have me 
fired!" When Jim got to the front, the CEO asked him what had happened to his seed, Jim told him the story.   

The CEO asked everyone to sit down except Jim. He looked at Jim, and then announced to the young execu-
tives, "Behold your next Chief Executive Officer!  His name is "Jim!" Jim couldn't believe it. Jim couldn't even grow his 
seed.   "How could he be the new CEO?" the others said. 

Then the CEO said, "One year ago today, I gave everyone in this room a seed.  I told you to take the seed, plant 
it, water it, and bring it back to me today. But I gave you all boiled seeds; they were dead - it was not possible for them 
to grow.   All of you, except Jim, have brought me trees and plants and flowers. When you found that the seed would not 
grow, you substituted another seed for the one I gave you.  Jim was the only one with the courage and honesty to bring 
me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore, he is the one who will be the new Chief Executive Officer!"  

*  If you plant honesty, you will reap trust   

*  If you plant goodness, you will reap friends  

*  If you plant humility, you will reap greatness   

*  If you plant perseverance, you will reap contentment   

*  If you plant consideration, you will reap perspective   

*  If you plant hard work, you will reap success  

*  If you plant forgiveness, you will reap reconciliation  
 

So, be careful what you plant now;  
it will determine what you will reap later. 

 Think about this for a minute. 
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 WAYMAN GOOD HOPE  
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor 

100 Hoyle Lane 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor  

Rev. Lisa Purvis, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 
Sis. Sharon Cager-Best, Administrative Assistant  

Sis. Sandra Dixon, Financial Officer  
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon. - Thurs. 10am – 2pm 

 

Church phone (410)647-4867    Church fax (410)647-4883 
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com       Website – waymangoodhope.org 

 
 

 
 

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace; to 
all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who are sensitive and look for service; to all who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; to whomsoever will – this Church opens wide its doors and bids you welcome in the 
name of Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the guest of God.  Come then into God’s presence with joy in your 
hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and service. Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and 
worship here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.” 

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE: 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE   10 AM 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  Every 1st Sunday 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   Every 3rd Sunday 

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY 
CHURCH SCHOOL (Children & Youth)    2nd & 4th Sunday following 10am Worship Service 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Adults)    Sunday  9:00-9:50 AM 

PRAYER CALL (Dial 605-475-3235  code 705504#) Wednesday 6:30-6:45 AM 

BIBLE STUDY (Adults)     Wednesday 7:00 PM 

MONTHLY 
LOVE FEAST     Wednesday before the 1st Sunday at 6:30 PM 

OFFICIAL BOARD     3rd Thursday  7:00 PM 

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals. 


