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NOVEMBER 2017
From The Pastor’s Desk

News of Good Hope

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE A.M.E. CHURCH

“Test me in this and see if I don’t open up heaven
itself to you and pour our blessings beyond your
wildest dreams. For my part, I will defend you
against marauders, protect your wheat fields and
vegetable gardens against plunderers. The Message
of God-of- the Angel-Armies. You’ll be voted
‘Happiest Nation.” You’ll experience what it’s like to
be a country of grace. “God-of-the-Angel-Armies
says so. (Malachi 3:10-12 - The Message)

Welcome November—a month of
Thanksgiving and, this year, a month when
we begin our preparations for the re-telling
of our journey to salvation. Clearly, we have
so much for which to be thankful, and
among our praise is our thanksgiving for the
challenge that has been set before the entire
Second Episcopal District as we hear our
Bishop’s “Double Dare” as the Rt. Rev. James
L. Davis issues this challenge: “I Dare You To
Trust God.” Because the challenge is for the
days between November 1st 2017 and January 31st 2018, it is appropriate for us to
share how our Church plans to meet the
challenge and to offer words of encouragement as we move forward in tangible ways
to demonstrate our trust in God.

Trust is one of
those words that
is often difficult to
define or explain.
The word is not a
concrete
reality
that you can see,
feel, or measure in
units of length, or
mass, or time.
Rather, trust is
one of those abstract concepts that has arbitrary standards of measurement, and often
carries different meanings for different people. To one person, trust is an assurance
that we can rely on someone or something,
perhaps to the exclusion of someone or
something else. To another person, trust
represents a dependence on someone or
something for some future reality. To still
another person, trust is placing confidence
in someone else’s ability or strength, or
power to benefit them. Yet, to another per(Continued on page 2)

HIGHLIGHTS OF OCTOBER SPECIAL EVENTS
October was a month of celebration at
Wayman Good Hope A.M.E. Church.
Sunday, October 8th was Lay Worship
Sunday. The Lay speaker was Sis. Pamela
Spearman, member of Wayman Good
Hope. Sunday, October 16th was the Irene
D. Williamson Missionary Society Annual
Day. Sis. Selerya Moore, chairperson of
the Celeste Duckett Area Women’s Missionary Society of the Second Episcopal
District of the A.M.E. Church. Homecoming was celebrated with a concert on Saturday, October 21st, and Sunday Worship
service on October 22nd. Thank you to
Homecoming Chairperson, Sis. Agnes
Coates for a job well done.

Lay Worship Service—(L-R) Exhorter Mary McIntyre, Sis. Andrea
Darden, Sis. Pamela Spearman, Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray

The Jones School reunion was also held
October 21st. Youth and Young Adult
Sunday was celebrated on October 29th.
Photographs from these events are on
pages 6-11.

Irene D. Williamson Missionary Society Annual Day
(L-R) , Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Sis. Selerya Moore, Sis. Linda
Johnson, President
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THE PASTOR’S WORD (CONT. FROM PG. 1)
son, trust is simply having faith in someone or something to make a positive difference in their life. But,
whatever it may mean to you or to me, trust usually embraces confidence as a condition of a relationship that
we have with someone or something that borders on a
dependence on that something or someone for good.
The bottom line is that we can safely assume that
trust embodies a hope for the future, and a belief in the
accuracy of a beneficial connection between one’s self
and that something or someone else. However, this
bottom line of trust also encompasses the belief that
you are assured that you can rely on that something or
that someone. Therefore, the real challenge of “daring
someone to trust God” is that you are calling into question the strength of a person’s belief that God is who
God says He is, and that God will do what He said He
will do. In other words, what gets expose is how secure
you are in your reliance on God’s power and God’s
strength to deliver, to see you through, and to be with
you and for you in every circumstance and in every
situation. To “Dare You To Trust God” is a challenge to
our accounting of our reliance on God and our security
in God’s promises to protect, defend, and provide for us
at the point of every need.
Consequently, the bottom line question is clear. Do
you believe in God? And, if so, how much do you trust
God? Fortunately, or unfortunately, this challenge about
daring us to trust God is not a group exercise or a community undertaking. Yes, we approach this challenge in
our group settings, and we may study Biblical texts collectively, and we may share and discuss ideas with each
other to arrive at some conclusions. But, our real conclusions are our individual decisions about our faith;
and these are conclusions that will lead us to act in certain ways which ultimately reflect and demonstrate our

faith. These are the individual conclusions which lead
us individually to a place where we can stand with God.
Our reading of God’s Word may or may not convict us
collectively; but, individually as we struggle with our
belief and our faith and our knowledge of who God is
for Me, we arrive at a place where we determine
whether or not God can be trusted in My life, and the
extent to which I am willing to allow God to do something or anything or little or nothing for me. In other
words, how am I looking at God doing His part? and me
doing my part?
God’s part can be summed up in all of His promises to His people—to those who believe on His name.
From Genesis to Revelation, God gives us promises, and
assures us that we can trust Him and trust in His promises. God’s part is that God will do what He says He will
do; and at every turn, God demonstrates to us that we
can trust in His promises. Out part is that we either believe or we do not believe; we either trust God’s promises enough to obey God’s Word, or we choose to fear
thereby choosing not to trust God.
However, Beloved, remember that in the New Testament, God tells us that even our will and our ability to
trust Him is a gift that He gives to us—first through the
Holy Spirit which gives to every Believer some measure
of faith. But, then to some Believers, God gives an extra
portion of faith. It’s a special gifting of the Holy Spirit—
it’s a double portion of faith-strength which allows
some Believers to rely on God a little more—to lean on
God a little more heavily; and to keep their balance a
little better whenever they have to stand on the promises of God. But, to everyone who believes, God’s Holy
Spirit gives us faith to know that God will do what He
says He will do. And that is our part.
(Continued on page 3)

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2017-2018
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he (or she) is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold new things have
come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us unto Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”
(2 Corinthians 5:17-20 NASB)
How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter
Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.
If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a
couple of minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and
may not be included if too blurry
♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff.
♦ Email submissions to waymangoodhope@aol.com
♦
♦
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THE PASTOR’S WORD (CONT. FROM PG. 2)
And so the question for us as we begin this journey
of challenge is to go to the basics. Do you trust God
with your finances? We can offer all kinds of “lipservice” to how much we trust God. We can sing about
it; we can give testimonies about it; we can tell others
about how much we trust God whenever we are called
upon to give a testimony about the “goodness of the
Lord.” But how much we really trust God is reflected in
how much we are willing to give to God and to the
building of God’s kingdom wherever God has planted
us.
Know that wherever you are serving, that is where
you have been planted. Could it be that some of our
fault-finding with certain worship experiences is connected to our trust in God? Could it be that our unwillingness to give to God the one-tenth of our time, talents,
and money is tied up with the fact that we really do not
trust God with our finances? And could it be that our
discontent is really about our making excuses as a
means of justifying why we are not giving? Could it be
that we have placed other things in front of our love of
God? Could it be that when God asks us why we are
robbing Him, we honestly believe that God will excuse
us from giving to God our first fruits and our tithe? Do
we really believe that God wants what we scrape from
the bottom of the barrel to give to Him? or do we know
that God wants our best? Our first fruits? Do we really
believe that God wants us to pay all our other debts before we give to God what already belongs to God? Malachi 3:1 begins with the question, “Do honest people rob
God?” (The Message)
Read the Prophets of old as they explain to us that
“all the tithe…is the Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord” (Lev.
27:30). Or listen to Jesus when He chastises the scribes
and the Pharisees for giving the tithe but ignoring the
“meat of God’s Law, things like fairness, compassion, and
commitment;” Jesus tells them to keep tithing “without
neglecting the others.” (Matt. 23:23). And, Malachi in 3:12
reminds us that God will keep His part, but that we are
to do our part.

In summary, God’s part is the promise that the
blessings will come. In fact, God’s promise is that there
will be so many blessings that unbelievers will look at
you and vote you “happiest nation”—a delightfully
blessed land where God’s grace (God’s unconditional
love) abounds, and where only good things grow because of God’s protection and love. Next, it is time for
us to do our part. The time is now!
Therefore, as we begin these 90-days of this
“journey of challenge,” let us be assured that we can
trust God with everything; but, especially, let us be assured that we can trust God with our resources and
with our finances. Let us not allow our love for money
to blind us to and keep us from our love for God. Let us
do
our
part
and
resolve
to
become
“top givers” who give to God from the top and not from
the bottom of the pan of our leftovers. Let us trust God
with our finances, believing that if we place God first—
seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness—
that everything with our finances will finally fall into
place. Money worries will be over!
Hence, the challenge begins now for us to TRUST
GOD enough to give God our tithes AND our offerings
for this 90-day journey. And, if you already tithe, increase your offerings during this 90-day journey; and,
let’s put God to the test, and just see the blessings that
God has in store for us. Remember that we are trusting
God with our Finances, our Witness, our Minds, our
Health, and our Relationships. And, trusting God for the
abundance and loving God for God’s faithfulness unto
us, let us continue to “…run with patience the race that is
set before us, always looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)
Love, Joy, Peace,
Pastor Poag-Ray
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View the “News of Good Hope” on the Church website
www.waymangoodhope.org

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
PRAYER REQUESTS

Dorothy Brown
James Brown, Jr.
Warren Burnett
Marjorie Coates
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Peggy Colbert
Anne Coates Day
Elizabeth Dennis
Spanky Dennis
Marion Floyd
Elroy Johnson
Talicia Johnson
Juanita Little
Joseph Lovett
Gary Minniefield
Roger Nolan

Naomi Smith
Margaret Smellez
Lorraine Stanton
Denaya Thaniel
Izetta Wallace
Teresa Williams
Roy Wilson

1st Roger Johnson, Sr.
4th Shayla Pearmon
5th Andre Butler
Alvin Zachary White
Jasmine Slocum
10th Luvinia Coates
11th Thomas Jackson
12th George Darden
Yvonne Melton
13th Kelvin Pack

15th
16th
18th
29th
30th

Gail Somerville
Marjorie Coates
Candice Davila
Michael Gough
Tierra Lee

Upcoming Special Events
We offer multiple opportunities to connect and grow spiritually as a Church Family
•15 Minute Mid-Week Refreshing Prayer Call
Wednesdays 6:30 –6:45 am
1-605-475-3235 Access Code 705504# (Dial in and put your phone on mute)
•Life Application Bible Study via Teleconference Wednesdays 7:30pm
1-605-475-3235 Access Code 705504# (Dial in for interactive dialogue)
• Traditional Bible Study Thursdays 12 noon-1pm at the Church
The Women’s Fellowship
will meet
Friday, November 10th at 7pm
All Women are invited - Light Dinner is provided

The Men’s Fellowship
will meet
Saturday, November 11th at 8:30am
All Men are invited– Breakfast is provided

If you need a
Ride to Sunday Service
Contact the Church Office by 4pm on Thursdays

Blood Pressure Screening is held the 3rd Sunday of
each month following morning Worship Service.
Sponsored by the Men’s Fellowship

Check the Calendar for
other scheduled meetings

The Capital District Conference is Nov. 16-18 at Allen
Chapel A.M.E. Church in Washington D.C.
Contact the Church Office for more details

The Christian Cavaliers Anniversary is
Saturday, Nov. 18th at 5:30pm
At Wayman Good Hope

Thanksgiving Eve Service
Is Wednesday, November 22 at 7pm

Help us collect
Non-Perishable Food Items
(Bring items that You like to eat)

We encourage you to get 2 or 3 extra items each time you go to
the grocery store and bring them on Sundays.!!

There will be a box in the narthex
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MEN’S DAY 2017

(L-R) Bro. Arthur Cooper, Rev. Ronald Vails, Pastor Poag-Ray,
Bro. Gregory Reeves

Men’s Day was held Sunday, September 24 at Wayman Good Hope. The 10am worship service was the culmination of Men’s season activities which kicked off in
June with the “Taste of Wayman”. In July, the men held
a car wash and flea market. The Men’s Annual Prayer
Breakfast was held in August and they sponsored Gospel
concert in September. The guest preacher for both the
Prayer Breakfast and Men’s Day was Rev. Ronald Vails,
Pastor of SON Rise Fellowship Ministries. We congratulate the Co-Chairmen Bro Arthur Cooper and Bro.
Gregory Reeves, and the Men of Wayman for a successful Men’s Season.

YOUTH SUNDAY

October 29th was Youth Sunday at Wayman.
Miss. Alexis White served as Worship Leader and
youth led the Worship service. We were blessed
with singing by the Youth Choir. We extend a special thank you to Rev. Linda Banks and Rev Elisa
Evans for working with our youth and young
adults.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Welcome to the new Administrative Assistant for Wayman, Sis.
Emily White Wiredu. Emily is a life-long member of Wayman and
we are excited that she has accepted the position. We extend a BIG
thank you to Sis. Sharon Cager-Best who resigned as Administrative
Assistant several months ago to accept a full time position, but continued to serve until we found a permanent replacement.
(L-R) Sis. Emily White Wiredu &
Sis. Sharon Cager—Best
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PRE-HOMECOMING CONCERT

Thank you Sis. Sandra Dixon and Bro.
Pedro McKee for organizing the PreHomecoming Concert.
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HOMECOMING 2017
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HOMECOMING 2017
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HOMECOMING 2017
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JONES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL REUNION
Jones Elementary School held a reunion on Saturday, October 21st. Jones Elementary started as an all Black
school established by Baldwin Good Hope Church, which
later became Wayman Good Hope. The history of the
School is intertwined with the history of Wayman Good
Hope. Wayman member, Bro Ed White, suggested the
reunion to Patricia Keffer, principal at Jones. Some of the
history is chronicled in an article published by the Capital
Gazette Newspaper on November 2, 2017. Several Wayman members who are alumni of Jones attended the reunion and the Wayman Male Chorus sang at the event.

Bro. Ed White and Jones alumnus, Paul

Wayman Male Chorus

Wayman Members Kelvin Pack, Paula
Manuel, and Mrs. Jones, former Jones 4th
Grade Teacher

WAYMAN Recognition - To God Be The Glory
Little Miss Layla Brown (great-great niece of Cora Jennings and Mildred White and
daughter of Candice Davila) was inducted into the National Elementary honor Society.
Layla is in the third grade at Lyons Mills Elementary in Owings Mills, MD. Congratulations Layla!

A Round of Applause
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WAYMAN GOOD HOPE
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor
100 Hoyle Lane
Severna Park, MD 21146
WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE:
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

10 AM

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Every 1st Sunday

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Every 3rd Sunday

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY
CHURCH SCHOOL

Sunday

9:00-9:50 AM

PRAYER CALL (Call In Only)

Wednesday

6:30-6:45 AM

(Dial 605-475-3235 code 705504#)

LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE STUDY (Call In Only) Wednesday

730pm

(Dial 605-475-3235 code 705504#)

BIBLE STUDY

12 Noon

Thursday

MONTHLY
LOVE FEAST

Thursday before the 1st Sunday at 6:30 PM12 Noon

OFFICIAL BOARD

3rd Thursday

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING

3rd Sunday after 10am Worship Service

7:00 PM

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals.

MINISTERIAL STAFF
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor
Rev. Elisa Evans, Director Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Rev. Linda Banks, Director of Christian Education
Pastor’s Office Hours
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Sis. Emily Wiredu, Administrative Assistant
Sis. Mary McIntyre, Financial Officer
Church Office Hours
Tues. & Thurs. 3:30-6:30 pm; Fri. 10am – 2pm
Church phone (410)647-4867
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and
to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who are
thirst after righteousness; to whomsoever will – this Church
Christ Jesus our Lord!”
“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the
hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and
worship here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.”
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Church fax (410)647-4883
Website – waymangoodhope.org

need forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace;
sensitive and look for service; to all who hunger and
opens wide its doors and bids you welcome in the name of
guest of God. Come then into God’s presence with joy in your
service. Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and

