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“For God so loved the world, that He
gave is only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but
have eternal life. For God did not send
His Son into the world to judge the
world, but that the world might be saved
through Him.” (John 3:16-17 – NASB)
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The Pastor’s Word

We praise God for the blessings of a New Year!
And we thank God for the promises and significance of renewed commitments, new understandings, and new beginnings. During this month of
January, we complete our celebration of the days
of the Christmas Season and we welcome the Season of Epiphany. Thus, there is rejoicing for
God’s new thing!
As we begin the year 2015, we continue to be
led to the reality of the Life-Giving Light of Jesus
Christ, and the promise of eternal life which encompasses fullness and abundant living on this
side, and everlasting life on the other side in our
heavenly home in the New Jerusalem. Thus, our
faith is not a “pie-on-the-sky” belief, but a trusting conviction that God promises abundant living
and eternal life for all who believe in Him, and
who march under the banner of Jesus Christ!
Moreover, our faith embraces the fundamental
reality of belief, and hope, and the blessed assurance in Jesus’ words as recorded in the Gospel of
John (CEV):

“God loved the people
of this world so much
that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone
who has faith in him will
have eternal life and
never really die.”(3:16)
In other words, Jesus
came into the world so
that no one would need
to be destroyed, and that
anyone would be able to
have whole and lasting
life by simply believing in Him and trusting His
Word. This is the promised abundance that comes
as a result of living in Christ Jesus.
It is noteworthy that this same promised
abundance is also found in our Scriptural Thought
for this 2014-2015 Conference Year which comes
from John 15:5-8. That thought reminds us that
Jesus is the vine, and that we, as Believers, are the
branches who must stay connected to Jesus if we
expect to produce anything in this life. This is
simply another way of saying that if we want to
have abundant living, we must stay connected to
Jesus, because without Jesus in our lives, we can
do nothing! We quote the verse, we sing about
needing Jesus, but do we really believe it?
Continued on page 2

Wayman Male Chorus Celebrates 66th Anniversary
Sunday, December 7th, 2014, the Male Chorus celebrated their anniversary. They were joined by
several male chorus groups from the area including the CC Male Chorus (Ft. Meade), Johnson Male
Chorus (Asbury Town Neck UMC), Mt. Zion Laurel Male Chorus, Rupert Hall Male Chorus (Mt.
Zion Magothy UMC), Melvin Pindell Male Chorus (Mt. Olive A.M.E.), Asubry Jessup Male Chorus,
and Hall UMC Male Chorus. We congratulate the Male Chorus for 66 years of singing praises and
pray for their continued service to the Lord.

Wayman Male Chorus
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The Pastor’s Word (Continued from page 1)
At Christmastime, there is spirited rejoicing when we
sing “Jesus the Light of the World.” Yet, we see the evidence all around us of how easy it is for people to continue
to sit in darkness, and to refuse to see the Life-Giving Light
of Christ. In fact, it seems to be very easy for folks to prefer the darkness to the light because they can hide the dirt
and dust of their lives in the dimness, and they think that no
one can really see who and what they truly are. They forget the truth of that old saying that “you can fool some of
the people some of the time, but you can’t fool all the people all the time.” However, you can never fool God who
sees all, knows all, and has all power in His hands.
Thus, because of our self-deception and our misguided
ways, it becomes very easy for these same people to end up
stuck in their darkness and unable to see that they are under
a death sentence without even knowing it, simply because
of their failure to believe in Jesus when they are introduced
to Him. Thus, these folks become stuck never realizing
that they are the only ones who still believe in their own
“slick talk” and “game-playing” behaviors, and conversations shared to divide people rather than to bring us all together into the fullness of Christ Jesus. And the spirits of
divisiveness and despondency attack; the spirits of jealousy
and anger lay in wait; the spirits of greed and idolatry
threaten our very beings, and we end up stuck in the darkness of our lives.

But, the promise of God’s abundance through Jesus
Christ is real! The promise that anyone who believes can
have whole, full, and lasting life through Jesus Christ is
real. The Message Bible makes clear the fact that God did
not go to all this trouble of coming into the world just to
destroy us or to condemn us, or to point an accusing finger
at us telling us how bad we are. Rather, Jesus comes to
offer abundant living, telling us that if we just believe in
Him, we can be saved. We can be delivered from our mess
and brought into a fullness of life. And we don’t have to
stay stuck in our destructive behaviors. There is an escape
plan. And His name is Jesus! Well, Preacher, what can we
say to all of this? Say this my Christian Friends: “If God
is for us, who can be against us!”(Rom 8:31b).
Therefore, in this New Year 2015, let us choose life!
Let us choose to embrace the promised abundant life offered by God through Jesus Christ. And, let us always remember that “we are more than conquerors through Him
that loved us,” so much so that we will say with Paul and
resolve that we will allow “nothing to separate us from the
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8:39)
Finally, my Brothers and Sisters, in this New Year, let
us resolve to continue to “…run with patience the race that
is set before us, always looking to Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith.”

Love, Joy, Peace,

Pastor Poag-Ray

In 2015
Resolve to pray for what you need-instead of what you want

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2014-2015
“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in me and I in him shall produce a large crop of fruit. For
apart from me you can’t do a thing. If anyone separates from me, he is thrown away like a useless branch, withers, and
is gathered into a pile with all the others and burned. But if you stay in me and obey my commands, you may ask any
request you like, and it will be granted! My true disciples produce bountiful harvests. This brings glory to my Father.”
(John 15:5-8 – The Living Bible)
How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter
Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.
If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a
couple of minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and
may not be included if too blurry
♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff.
♦ Email submissions to newsletter@waymangoodhope.org
♦
♦

Page 2

News of Good Hope - Editorial Staff
Editor - Pamela Spearman

This Month’s Contributor(s)
Sis. Sylvia Nolan
Sis. Sandra Keemer
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray

NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH
Sis. Sylvia Nolan, Chairperson

4 tips to help New Year's resolutions stick
Eat better, exercise more, lose weight, quit smoking. Sound familiar? One of these classic resolutions may be on your selfimprovement list for the coming year.
Let’s be realistic but also optimistic: Changing old habits is incredibly hard, but you can do it.
The following four strategies can help you make lasting lifestyle changes:
1. Focus on one change at a time. Start with the one goal that’s most important for you. People run into problems when they
try to change too much too fast.
2. Aim big, start small. Yes, a grand goal is great. But it’ll be less intimidating and frustrating if you break it into specific, small,
doable steps. “Losing 30 pounds” becomes “I’d like to lose 2 to 3 pounds this month.” “Eating better” becomes “I’ll start with
fixing a healthy breakfast all this week.”
3. Work with a buddy. Some people enlist a friend or co-worker to be a coach, cheerleader, sounding board or fellow goalseeker. For others, a “buddy” is a group exercise class or a stop-smoking support group. The key message: Support and accountability boost the likelihood of success.
4. Keep going. Even if you stumble, get up and dust off your dreams. Is your goal worth attaining? If so, recommit, refocus and
try again.
Source: American Psychological Association

Wayman Recognition - To God Be The Glory
Congratulations to Tamia Manuel for earning placement on the Principal’s Honor Roll
at Severna Park Middle School for the first marking period of the school year.
A Round of Applause

Congratulations to Mikio Manuel II for being recognized by the Office of Student Leadership and
Activities at Hofstra University in Long Island, New York. Mikio is involved with Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc., Multicultural Fraternity Sorority Council, Student Government Association and
Hofstra Gospel Ensemble. He has held the following positions on campus: Vice President of Phi
Beta Sigma, President of MFSC, Student Services Chair of SGA, Member of Hofstra Gospel
Ensemble, and Member of the Senior Challenge Committee. Mikio will graduate in May 2015.
Congratulations to 5th grader Kadence Wilson, for earning placement on the
Principal’s Honor Roll (all A's). She was also elected President of the student
Council for her school and placed 2nd (out of 22 girls) in a gymnastics
tournament.
Congratulation to 1st grader Quincy Wilson for receiving all “PR's” (equivalent to all A's) on his report card
and being recognized as “Student of the Month”.

We give a “shout out” to Sandra Dixon, Imanee Keemer, Shaylah Keemer, and DJ
Keemer for writing 640 Christmas cards (in one night) that were sent to troops in
the military. They received a special thank you from Sandra Kazmerski , Branch
Manager at Severn Bank in Edgewater ,who coordinated the effort.

Look at all the SMILES
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Special Announcements
Women’s Fellowship
Friday, January 9th @ 7pm
All women are welcome

Wednesday Morning Prayer Line
6:30 –6:45 am
1-605-475-3235 Access Code 705504#
Dial in & put your phone on mute to listen

Men’s Fellowship

Bible Study

SaturdayJanuary 10th @ 9am

Wednesdays at 7pm

All men are welcome

The Wayman Good Hope Community Job Center is open
Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm by appointment. Please confirm attendance by noon each Monday
Help is available for those who are: Unemployed, Looking for a Career Change, Want Career Training/Certification,
Seeking Help with Resume Writing, Seeking Help with Interviewing Skills.

Check the Calendar for other scheduled meetings

Women’s Fellowship Annual Christmas Caroling Outing
The Women’s Fellowship, Wayman members,
and friends went Christmas caroling on Friday,
December 12th. We visited Future Care
Convalescent Home in Arnold, Genesis Care
Home in Severna Park, and Marley Neck Care
Home in Glen Burnie, as well as the homes of
some of our senior members who can’t always
make it to Church services. After caroling, we
stopped for refreshments. A good time was had
by all. We hope you will join us next year.
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View the “News of Good Hope”
on-line at
www.waymangoodhope.org
click on the “publications” tab

PRAYER REQUESTS
Inez Boone
James Brown, Jr.
Lloyd Carter
Rev. Annette Colston
George Darden
Anne Coates Day
Benjamin Day
Willis Day
Evon Dixon
Marion Floyd
Lillie Ann Henson

Mediterranean Jackson
Thomas Jackson
Cora Jennings
Elroy Johnson, Sr.
Irene Johnson
Joseph Lovett
Gary Minniefield
Monique Mobray
Sylvia Nolan
Roger Nolan
Nola Solomon
Gail Somerville

Whitney Somerville
Lorraine Staton
John Stepney
Shirley Stepney
Alan White
Barry White
Grace White
Shirley White
Roy Wilson

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

5th Atiya Floyd
6th Sandy Day
7th Theresa Williams
Erica Jackson
Gregory Cully, Sr.
8th Quincy Wilson
15th Sydnee Green
Faye Offett

16th Warner Johnson
17th Jacqueline Harris
18th Linda Johnson
Marion Floyd
23rd Yvonne Coates
Jasmyn Mackell
24th Pamela White
28th Monique Wilson
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Wayman Male Chorus Celebrates 66th Anniversary(continued)

Black History Challenge (Not Just for Kids)
1. In 1983 what space mission was Guion Stewart Bluford, Jr a member of?
2. In what Midwestern city did Dr. Hale Williams establish the first African-American hospital?
3. Name the first black women in the cabinet of the US
president and her title.
4. In 1849, how did Henry Brown gain his freedom?
5. Who was the first black lawyer to receive a license?
6. Executive Order 9981 ended what?
7. What book by Richard Wright was a main selection of
the Book-of-the-Month Club in 1940?
8. Who invented a vertical spring that made it possible for
cars to have convertible tops?
9. Which distinguished gospel singer performed at John
F. Kennedy's inauguration in 1961?
10. Who was the first African American to win a singles
title at Wimbledon?
11. Who was the first Black tennis player to be named to
the Davis Cup Team?
12. What state elected the first Black governor?
13. Who was America’s first Black general in the U.S. Air
Force & U.S. Army?
14. Who was the first Black actor to win and Emmy?
15. Who was the first Black American at the North Pole?
16. Who was the first Black nurse in the United States in
1879?
17. Who was the first Black person to win an Oscar for
best supporting role in a classic movie?
18. Who was the first licensed African-American Pilot
(trained in France)?
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19. Who was the first black woman to run for President of
the United States
20. Who was the first black woman licensed architect?
21. Who was the first Black Congresswoman from California
22. In 1988, who was the first Black to win a medal at the
Winter Olympics? What Sport?
23. Who was the first Black female Millionaire?
24. Who was the first Black to play in major league baseball?
25. Moneeta Sleet, Jr. was the first Black man to receive a
Pulitzer Prize for what?
26. Negro History week was celebrated for the first time in
February of what year?
27. Who was the first Black mayor of NYC?
28. Who was the first Black woman astronaut?
29. Who is the World’s Fastest Woman to win 3 Gold
Medals at the Olympic Games?
30. Who was the first Black Woman to win a Nobel Prize
for Literature?
31. What was the name of the first Black woman Surgeon
General?
32. What was the name of the first institution of higher
education created for African Americans?
33. What is the name of the first town in the country incorporated by African Americans?
34. What year did the Million Man March take place?
35. Name the only documented female Buffalo Soilder?
Answers will be published in the February Newsletter
Youth who submit answers to the challenge will be
entered into a drawing for a prize

Fun Page (Not Just for Kids)

Try your hand at these
fun activities.
Solutions will be posted
on the bulletin board in
the vestibule
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WAYMAN GOOD HOPE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor
100 Hoyle Lane
Severna Park, MD 21146

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE:
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE

10 AM

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Every 1st Sunday

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Every 3rd Sunday

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY
CHURCH SCHOOL (Children & Youth)

Tuesday

6:15-7:15 PM

CHURCH SCHOOL (Adults)

Sunday

9:00-9:50 AM

PRAYER CALL (Dial 605-475-3235 code 705504#)

Wednesday

6:30-6:45 AM

BIBLE STUDY (Adults)

Wednesday

7:00 PM

MONTHLY
LOVE FEAST

Wednesday before the 1st Sunday at 6:30 PM

OFFICIAL BOARD

3rd Thursday

7:00 PM

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals.

MINISTERIAL STAFF
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor
Rev. Tonya Anderson, Director of Christian Education
Rev. Kenneth Johnson Director Youth & Young Adult Ministries
Pastor’s Office Hours
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Sis. Sharon Cager-Best, Administrative Assistant
Sis. Sandra Dixon, Financial Officer
Church Office Hours
Mon. - Thurs. 10am – 2pm
Church phone (410)647-4867
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com

Church fax (410)647-4883
Website – waymangoodhope.org

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need
mourn and long for comfort; to all who are sensitive and look
to whomsoever will – this Church opens wide its doors and

forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace; to all who
for service; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
bids you welcome in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord!”

“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the guest
hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and service.
here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.”

of God. Come then into God’s presence with joy in your
Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and worship
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